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“we official opening of the School for the academic ycar was held on the after- 
yon of October 4, The number of invited guests had tobe restricted as our 
yccomodetion is limited, Tea was served in the garden, after which we adjourned 
so the library for the more formal part of the proceedings, I spoke brie:‘ly on 
she history and achievements of the School, The mayor, Aref Pasha el-Aref, brought 
greetings in Arabic, as did Pere Vincent in French, Then Dr, Pritchard geve a 
srief address, followed by Mr, Baramki who told us about the discoveries at 
Jericho last vear, In the middle of Pére Vincent's address the lights went out, 
but knowing the habits of the Jerusalem Electric Corporation we had a lanp ready 
for just such an emergency, Among the distinguished guests were the American, ‘ 
British, and French Consuls-Generel and their wives, viz., Mr, cnd Mrs. Raleigh A, 
Gibson, Sir Hugh and Ledy Dow, and M, and Mme, Neuville, 


In an ordinary academic institution the day following the official opening would 
be devoted to lectures.The fact that we devoted the following day to a field trip 
is an indication that the Amorican School in Jerusalem is not an ordinary academic 
institution, It is a place where one learns by secing and doing as well as by 
reading and study, Hence’field trips occupy just as important a place in its 
curriculum as do lectures, The goal of our first trip was Tell Far'ah, north-east 
of Nablus, where Pére de Vaux of the Ecole Biblique has been excavating. He 
believes that Tell Fartah marks the site of ancicnt Tirzah, the capital of the 
kingdom of Israel from thé latter part of the reign of Jeroboam I until the early 
part of the reign of Omri, Mr, Lehman's car developed brake trouble onthe way 
but repairs were effected at Nablus and we proceeded’ on to the Wedi Beidan where 
a halt was made for lunch, Some of my readers will remember the spot where the 
water pours down over a rocky wall and flows acréss the road, A rather primitive 
mill utilizes the watcr-powcr for grinding grain, After lunch we proceeded on to 
Tell Fartah where Pare de Voux greeted us warmly and conducted us on a tour of the 
mound,’ We had arrived just in time as he wns about to ceese operations for the 
season, Before we left he insisted on serving us “. cup of tea whieh was indecd 
most refreshing, although we were reluctant to encrocch further upon his time. 


The néxt day we continued our archaeologic-1 cducation under the expert direction 
of Mr, Baramki by visiting Bethel, Ai, Burj Beitin, and Anathoth, For Do, Pritchar 
this trip meant going back’home, for in 1934 he was 4 youthful member of Dre 
Albright's staff at Bethel, The site of the excavation is now covered with @g 
orchards, and little remains to mark the ancient site exept the numerous sherds 
which litter the ground, I'was surprised to find that there is still a consider 
able sett lement at Bethel, It is not a lofty spot but it is 1 very pretty spot 
with its Orchards of verying shades of green and red, Ai, by woy of contrast, is 
still an uninhabited ruin, 


Lectures began on Mondsy, the 9th. It may be of intcre st to indicate the nature 
ef our programme, Dr. Pritchard is giving a2 course on Daily Life in Ancient 
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Palestine as illustrated by lg, pticn, Atsyrien. and other monuments, Mr. Baremki 
conducts - class in spoken Arabic. cid lectures on pottery as well, “I give one 
course on the history of Trans.isrdan and ancther on Arabic epigraphy. We thus have 
quite a varied bill of faré. Tcesday and Thursday afternoons and all day Saturday 
are devoted’to field-trips, -Arymg the sites visited this month are Tell el-Ful, 
Samari., Mt, Gerizim, Shiloh, Betnichem, Hebron, and various places of interest in 
and around Jcrusalem, One never tires of wlking over the’ancient mounds, picking 
up sherds of interest and always hoping for’the unexpected, The problem of trans- 
porting the school family is always with us, for even when we hire 2 car there are 
only 12 seats for 15 people (including the drivers), 
During the last week in Séptember Dr, Pritchard, Miss Mowry,’Father Murphy, and 
Mr, Baramki went to Syrian, ‘They went as‘far north es Aleppo, visiting museums and’ 
points of historical interest on the way, They report a grnnd and profitable trip, 
That same week saw the celebration of the Muslim feast of al-Adha which marks the 
termination of the pilgrimage ccremonies at Mckka, A six-pounder gun was sct up 
in the cemetery near the School ond three shots fired -t intcrvils, beginning 
about 3,30 in the morning, ‘As some of the servents are Muslims, they received a 
day or two off to celebrate, The Jewish Feast of Tabernrtcles fell about the same 
time and was marked by flares which the Arabs allowed the Jews to light on’the 
roof of the Hebrew Univ crsity, The Jewish priyers for rain were answered, for we 
had our first shower on the night of October i, 


The big event for some of us this month was a trip to the desert of north-eastern 
Tramsjorden, In my previous Newsletter I mentioned the discovery of a large 
number of early Arabic inscriptions at a place called Jawa, We returned fo this 
spot on October 17 and spent a’ week in the area copying and photographing, The 
party consisted of Mr, Harding, Chief Curator of the Jordan Dep-rtment of Antiqui- 
tics, his assistant Hasan, Mr. Boromki, Dr, Morton, Mr, Thompson of Australia, 

and mysclf, Mr, Harding had arrenged with Glubb’ Pasha fer the loan of an Arab 
Legion truck and two legionnaires, one es driver, the other as guard, Although 'wé- 
left Amman early Tuesday morning, we did not arrive at Jawa until nearly 2.%9 p,m, 
due to the fact that our guide’took us by the most roundabout and roughest way 
possible, The Bedawin of Jawa, accustomed to nothing but their black tents, must 
have been struck speechless at the sight of our new, green tents, After a quick 


lunch we hastened out to copy as many inscriptions as possible before the carly 
sunset, 


The following morming we drove ovér a fearfully rough road two and a half hours due 
east to a spot called Jathum, Mr, Harding had shown some members of the Arab 
Legion what Safaitic inscriptions looked like and asked them to keep a look-out 
for them when on patrol, They had reported the existcncé of inscriptions at 
several places, among them Jathum, so the Jathum we went. The landscape in’this 
pert of Trensjordan is nothing but a sea of stones from horizon to horizon, As Dr, 
Morton remarked, "He who hasn't seen north-east Transjordan hasn't seen stones}"' 
Near Jcthum we came to 2 wide mud flat, called - qa! (pronounced ge), across : 
which we sped at top spéed, On the other side we found three rujms or storc-henps, 
marking ancient burials. A great many of the smodth basalt stones were inscribed 
with Safaitic; Kufic, and one Greek’- inscription, We photographed and copicd for 
several hours, then headed for camp, ‘stopping on the way to visit a deserted ~ 
medieval Arabic site called Shubeika, It was dark bythe time-we reached camp, 
Emil, our driver, had 2 chicken dinner waiting for us, While we were away, he had 
bought a chicken from the local Bedawin for 30 piastres, I think the renl reason 
for the special dinner was that it was Emil's son's birthds-yand he wished to cele- 
brate the occasion, Hc had also marked the day by distributing 2 large bag of 
candy to the Bedawin children, 
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The next dey we left Mr, Baramki to copy the numerous Kufic inscriptions at Jawa 
and drove back in the direction of Jathum, them turned south to a rocky peak called 
Tell el--Abd where other inscwirtions were reported,’ On the way we spotted two °’ 
gazelles which our gucrd stalked and tried to shoot, Fortunately, in my opinion, 

he missed, Near Teil el-Atd we encountered another mid fiat’and again our driver 
treated us to 2 burst of speed - and also to a cloud of dust, We had to park akou t 
a mile from the tell (really a small mountain of rucks) and it took us half an hour 
to climb to the top, On the wy up I was surprisred’to find a Greek inscription. 

The rocks at the top were covered with inscripticns, mostly Safaitic but some in 
the later Arabic script. We spent « very busy morning, After lunch we started for 
camp 2s we were a loxg way from our base snd the road was exceedingly rough. On the 
way we saw two caravans of thirty to forty camels each, threading their way through 
the stone fields. The camel 1s still very much in evidence in this pert of the 
world in spite of the invasion of the motor truck, 


















Two days of bouncing like rubber balls in the back end of an army truck reduced us 
to a condition where the prospect of 2 third day of the same was not at all inviting, 
So we decided to spend 2 day in Jawa recuperating. The recuperating took the form 

of copying and photogr~phing inscriptions the whole day. The zeal of even the most 
ardent epigrapher wos put to a severe test, On Saturday we ventured forth cnce more 
in the truck and proceeded to an old Roman fort called Deir eci-Kahf, It is now 
occupied by several Druze families who till the neighbouring ficlds with trictors 

and also own a jeep. On the way to Deir cl-Kahf we had a blow-out. While woiting 

for the tire to be changed, we walked over to inspect some stone walls whcre Dr, 
Morton and Hgsan had an unpleasantly close encounter with a horned viper, one of the 
most deadly snakes in this part of the world, From Deir ol-Kaht we drove to Deir 
el-Kinn, a site which does not seem to have been visited previously by scholars, 

It consists of a large enclosure in the centre of which stands a tower built of 
Roman-style masonry, The function of this tower puzzled us, Perhaps it was a 
temple. A badly preserved Greek inscription carved in the rock at the base of the 
tower my hold the key to its significance, As we sat down to eat our lunch, two 
Arcbs appeared out of the blue and invited us to have coffee with them, We declined 
with thanks 2s we had no time to be sociable, But the courtesy of the Arab is amaz— 
ing, I cannot im-gine a Westerner tremping one or more miles over the stones in hig 
bare feet to invite some strangers to heave coffee with him, Our visitors had 

scarcely departed when another Bedawi who was grazing camels near by came over and 
said he would bring us a drink of camel's milk, One of the legionnaires gove him an 
empty tin can and away he ran to get us the treat, We went off to survey the surrounm 
ing territory 2nd when we returned to the car, the tin of camel's milk was awaiting 
us, We all had a drink and it wis really quite good, in spite of the presence of 
some curious objects in the bottom of the tin. 






















On the way back t6 camp we left the truck about 2 kms, west of Jawa as we wished to 
examine that arca, “Going down into the deep wadi we found a dam or causeway leading 
across to an island, or what would be an island in the wet season, for it was 
surrounded by deep yadios on all sides, The sides of the island were quite steep 
and around the crest were the remiins of a fairly well preserved weall,Climbing up 
end over we found the interior a shapeless mass of stones. But on the north side of 
the island war a very’curious structure, ahout ten parallel corridors constructed of 
grent slabs of basalt, many of the roof blocks being still in place, What was this 
great island fortress * doing out here in the heartof “the wilderness? tc. an in- 
riant caravan route once passed this way, Shur TEKS CRED OECD 
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As the nights were becoming uncomfortably cold and we feared it might rain we decided 
to pall up stakes on Sunday and go home, We had had five days in the desert and in 
tat brief time had copied or photographed over 600 inscriptions, The exact number 
renirns uncertzin as we have not yet had time to work over our finds, Miss Mowry 
has agreed to work up the Greck inscriptions for us, Mr, Baramki will handle the 
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Kufic, and Mrs Harding, Mrs Thompson and I will deal with the Safaitic, I am 
greatly indebted to Dr. Morton for the splendid photographs he took, For the sake 
of those who are not familiar with Arabic scripts I may say that Safaitic is an 
offshoot of the old Himyaritic script of South Arabia, It flourished during the 
early centutics of the Christian era, the script died out with the rise of Islam 
and was replaced by Kufic. 


The morning of our departure all the Bedawin children of Jawn came down to see us 
off, At Mr, Harding's suggestion Hasan collected piastres from us and distributed 
them to the children, We also gave them whatever candy, bottles, end tin cans we 
possessed, At the Legion post at H5 we were once more entertijincd to coffee and 
tea. There we parted from Mr, Harding who was going on to H4, Incidentally .: 
shortly after leaving’us he discovered another nest of Safaitic inscriptions of 
considerable interest, We headed for Mafraq, turning off the road to visit Umm 
el-Jemal, This early Christian city, built éntirely of black basalt, now’ stands 
lonely’ and deserted on the plain, By 5.15 poem. we were back in Jerusalem, Like 
Sinuhe, we gave up the sand (in our ¢ase, stones) to those that dwell in it, we 
washed, and we slept in a decent bed, The trip had been tremendously worthwhile 


both from the point of view of the epigraphical finds and from the insight which 
it had given us into the economy of the desert, 


Among récent gu2sts at the School were Mr, and Mrs. Boling end Mr, Lee of Aramco, 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, Mr, Beling was a Fellow of the School in 1947-48 when Dra 
Burrows was Director, The Samaritan High Priest paid us another visit last week 
and again stayed for lunch, He is getting to be almost a familiar figure around 
the School, The School family has been enlarged and enriched by’the arrival on’ 
September 30th of Mr, and Mrs» Kenneth Ogden of Westmont ‘College, Santa’ Barbara, 
Calif, Mr, Ogden is enrolled as’< student at the School, Wallace Wade, the. 
Library of Congress photographer, who has béen engaged for several months in the 
laborious task of microfiljming manuscripts, left for Beirut on October 10th to . 
enjoy 2 well earned vacation before joining Dr, Albright's South Arabian expedition, 
Everyone at the School misses Wallie, 


The School is very fortunate this year in having an unusuclly msical group, “Miss 
Mowry is an accomplished violinist and her talents have been in great demand, Last 
Saturday evening shé gave a recital at the Jerusalem YMCA, accompanied at the 

piano by Mrs. Ogden, Previously Miss Mowry and Dr, Majjaj had’ played at the 

Augusta Victoria Hospital’and at the Muristan Lutheran Church, Mr, Thompson is also 
a very competent musician, It may be 6f interest to old-timers at 

the School to learn that many new shops are being built immediately south of the 
School and along the road leading down to Herod's Gate, Unable to expand westward 
or southward, Arab Jerusalem is expanding northward, 


Last Sunday Mr, Harding invited me over to Amman and took me up to the palace for 
én audience with King Abdullah, His Majesty received us very cordially and was 
interested to hear of our recent exploratory trip, About an hour later we drove 

to the residene of Crown Prince Talal and «pent a very pleasant half hour with him, 
H e cxpressed great interest in our archaeological work and announced his inténtion 
of visiting our digs, I assured him that we would be honoured to welcome him, I 
feel greatly indebted to Mr, Harding for making it possible to meet the Kingy& Crown 
Prince and hope that these contacts may be of future benefit to the School, 


N ovember 2, 1950, F.V,Winnett, Director, 





